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CIVIL WAR 

The war for the preservation of the Union, in which over three million 
men were engaged on both sides, endured from Avril 12, 1861, to April 9, 
1865. * Terre Haute was one cf the first places- in the -norta to realize the 
azational erisis anc begin active preparation fcr the inevitable conflict. 
Two companies of her militia, the Fort Harrison and the Vigo County Guards 
offered the Governor their services should the President call for troons. 
Tuis was early in January, 1861, and it is believed their tender of service 
was the first made of volunteers to save the Union. hey were enlisted in 
the Elevenin Regiment, Indiana. Infantry, under Geue al Lew Wallace. 
| "Old Camp Vigo", which was located on the site of the old Fair grounds, 


on north Seventh street, immediately across from what is now known as 


Collett park, was the scene of the organization of all the troops raised in 


the eity of Terre Haute, under resident Lincoln's first esll for 500,000 
troops. 

The Terre Haute Guards were ordered to Camp Norton, near Indianapolis, 
April 23, 1861. Here, this company of militia was brought up to war strength 
and returned to Camp Vigo on June 7th where iB was, with nine other comanies 
mustered in as the Fourteenth Regiment Indiane Volunteer Infantry. It was 
commanded by Nathan Kimball, & graduate of Asbury University, and & physician 
in Loogootee. The Fourteenth was dispatched to West Virginia July 4, 1861, 
ena wes in several fights on or around Cheat Mountain, where it passed a 
terrible winter. It played s conspicuous part in many cf the prominent 
engegements in which the army of tne Potomac participated. 

The Thirty-first was organized by the late General Charles Cruft, who 
was its first colonel, end was mustered into thé service on Seotember 5, 1861. 
This regiment was comsosea largely of men from country life sud most of the 
rest were known as laboring men. They were generally men in the prime of 


life and in good financiel circurstances. 
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Tre Thirty-first had a fighting econ unsurpassed by eny other Indiana 
regiment, Waving partici vated in such noteble engagements es tue capture 
of Fort Donelson, and the bettles of Shiloh, Stone River, Perrysville, 
Feutuckj;, Chicamauca, Resaca, Peach Tree Creek, Atlente, Jonesboro, Frank- 
lin and Tennessee. After two battles, Fort Donelson end Shiloh, Colonel 
Cruft wes promoted to the command of a brigade and from that arose to the 
rank of a Mejor generel. He was the only officer from Vigo county to attain 
the rsuk of Major general during the war of the rebellion, tiat rank ceing 
his by brevet. It was conferred personally upon nim by President Lincoln, 
on the occasion of ^is visit to Washington in March, 1865, after nis de- 
livery to General W. T. Sherman, et Goldsboro, Ne Ce, of the trocps com- 
Josing his provisional division of the Army of the Cumberland. 
The Forty-third Regiment wes organized in September 1861, with William 
E. McLean ss Colonel. Colonel McLean, after graduating from the State 
University, turned his attention to the profession of teaching and for a 
time was closely essociated with the development of the public school 
system of Terre Haute. He later figured as one of the ablest and most 
rominent representatives of the legsl orofession in the city, sud elso for 
five years was editor of the Terre Haute Journal. He wes serving as 4 
member of the house of representatives in Septenber, 1861, when he re- 
Signed to accept the appointment from Governor Oliver P. Morton és 
Lieutenant colonel of the Forty-tuird Indiens Volunteer Infantry, with authe- 
ority to raise. end orgenize thet regiment. Before the end of the month the 
regiment was orgsuized, it being the last one raised in Vigo county under 
President Lineoln's first call for three hundred thousand troons. This 


regiment was composed principally of young men wko hed never seen 2 great- 


er excitment then thet afforced by.2 cemp meeting, or s husking bee. 
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Comosny "D™ was the only contribution to the ranks of the regiment 


‘rom Vigo county. In October, 1861, the Forty-third proceeded to the 


^ 


south end joined the commend of Generel Crittenden in Kentucky. Upon the a 


resignation of Colonel George K. Steele in January, 1862, Lieutenant Colonel | 
VcLeen wes appointed to succeed him and retained the colonelcy and commend | 
of his regiment until it wes mustered out iu June, 1865, kaving served as | 
colonel longer than any other officer of that rank from Indiana. After 
being mustered out Colonel McLean was brevegted brigadier-generzl for gsllsnt 
and meri tori oug services. 

In the following year, there were three additional regiments raised in 
the city.of Terre Haute, organized at the new county fair grounds on Poplar | 
street, near Thirtieth, which bore the name of "Camo Dick Thompson". Richard | 
N. Thomoson became commandant of Camp Dick Thompson end was busy with the l | 
work of raising compenies, drilling men end sending them properly equivped to 
the front. From this line of duty, he. was transferred to the office of 
Provost marshall of this cistrict. 

The Seventy-first Indians left Terre Haute August 17, 1862, and went 
into camp at Richmond, Kentucky, on the 26th. The men at this time had little 
training, and only a few coula go through the manuel cf arms. The best tri- 
bute to the rew but breve soldiers came from the enemy who said they fought 
like veterans., After the battle of Richmond, the Seventy-first was returned 
to Camp Merton snd recruited. Later it was quartered ət Camp Dick Thompson, 
where it remained until Christmas dey. A christmas dinner nad been prepared 
by the women to be served in the camp, but the orders for cepa@¢ture made this 
impossible, and the dinner was taken to the depot and distributed there, part 
of this good home cheer being eaten on tne spot and part cf it stowed away in | 
kna»sa&cks. On Christmas day, 1862, the regiment broke camp and on the 27th i 

| 


was @&ptureé by Morgan in Kentucky. 
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The Bighty-fifth Regiment was organized at Terre Haute in September 
1862. Unlike the men who hed enlisted in 1861, they were of mature years. 
Many of them left young femilies behind. Those who went out in 1861 were 
under the imoression that the war would soon end, but those who answered 
the call of '62, faced an era of dread that the struggle would be long and 
fearful. They were sent to Indianzoolis where they were equipped and arm- 
ed with the out-of-date Belzien muskets-Sword Bayonets. Four companies of 
Vigo county soldiers were in the regiment, anc its history is especially =z 
part of Vigo county ana Terre Haute history because of the fascinating car- 
eers of two of its leaders. John P. Baird (1830-1881) a lewyer, wes com- 
missioned colonel of the Eighty-first Indians Infantry, end was essigned 
to the brigade thet was captured by General Forrest. As prisoner quem CC 
Tined and suffered many hardships in Libby prison. He returned to active ser- 
vice, end while at Franklin, Tennessee, in commend of his brigade, occured 
the trial and execution of the Confe#era.te spies, Williams and Peter. On 
account of ill health Colonel Baird resigned in 1864 and returned to 
practice in Terre Haute. Frank Crawford, lieutenant in the Highty-fifth 
was one of @konel Baird's cempanions during the time ne snent in Libby 
orison», The Fourth of July came to the men of the Eighty-fifta while in 
Libby, and that day, ell unknown to them, their freedom was being won by 
Colonel W. E. MeLean's Forty-tnird Indians sway off in arkansas. For at 
the battle of Helene, July 4, 1865, Colonel McLean's regiment captured an 
entire Confererate regiment, and these soldiers with others made a body for 
Which the Confererates were willing to exchange all the prisoners in Libby 
some months later. Hajor Crawford returned to his regiment and followed 
Sherman to the see, being in 211 the great battles down to Atlante. 

The Thirty-second Indiana (willick's German Regiment) and the Thirty- 


fifth (Irish) contained companies from Vigo County, the Seventh Indiane. 


Battery, 
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Bicht-Indiana Battery; First Cavalry, Twenty-eight Regiment and Fourtn 
Cavalry, Seventy-second Regiment and the One Hundred aud Thirty-third 
Regiment all contained Companies from Vigo county. 

One of the most interesting incidents of war times andfinest displays 
of the war spirit which permeated the entire population was the organization 
in 1862 of the "Silver Grays", for home defense. When it is recalled how 
near Indiana came to being overrun by such rebels as General A. Morgan, the 
organization of these old men was more than a joke or pleasant oastime. 

Tie majority of the "Silver Grays" were over sixty years old, and e few were 
over fifty. 

Talk of conscription became quite general efter the call of Lincoln fer 
300,000 troops in the summer of 1862. Indiana's quota at this time was 
11,000. The fife and drum were bear almost all day long at the recruiting 
offices in Terre Haute. 

An organization was formed in April 1861, to provide for the relief of 
families of soldiers and supplying the necessities to the soldiers in the 
fidld. They secured an appropriation of 25000 from the county commissioners, 
and ©1000 from the city. At this time tke city was free from debt with the 

' exception of this amount raised for tne war. Wher the relief committee made 
an appeal for assistance to the 1,500 men then enlisted and in the field 
form Vigo county, the response was generous. The J. g He Ross store- 

room west of the square, was quickly filled with supplies and provisions. 

In April, 1862 Captain S. H. Potter went south with two tons of, supolies.fer 


the sick and wounded soldiers of Vigo, donated by the citizens of the 


county, consisting of luxuries and necessaries, both food and clothing. The 


contents of one shipment of supplies sent by the ladies of Terre Haute and 


| Vigo to camp and hospital (in February, 1862) will show how necessary & co- 


Operation the “folks at home" gave in promoting the cause of the Union. 
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This particuler shioment contained 62 pillow cases, lOS shirts, 67 shebts, 
49 pairs of socks, 6 feather pillow, 38 towels, 35 pairs of drawers, 8 
number wairs of mittens, 22 pillow tacks, 4 bed ticks, end 2 glasses of 
jelly. 

After the capture of Fort Donelson s number of rebel prisoners were 
brought here anc quartered at Farrington & William's park heuse on South 
First street. There were several hundred of these prisoners, princioslly 
Tennesseesus. After being paroled s number of them remained here, and it 
was said thet some enlisted in the Union army. Two esca ed from the guard, 
but were captured south of the city. A number of them died end their bodies 
were interred in Woodlawn. 

At home the suspense between battles, the jubilation over victory and 
the gloom after defeat were alternating features of the long war. On 
Saturday night, August 30, 1862, news was received from tke battle-field of 
the second Bull Run. Tne dáispatc^es reported federal advantage, the actual 
issue of the battle not becoming known till later. The city was much 
excited. The court house bell was rung, and wien s great crowd assembled 
in the squsre the dispatches were read, the German brass band played vs triotic 
airs, and after much discouraging news of the lest few weeks, ihe »eonle re- 
joiced in the orogress of tueir &rmies. But on the seme day the battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky, was fought, resulting in the defeat and capture of the 
Seventy-first Regimet, cotahning a large number of Vigo county ccldiers. 

AS people had been elated the brevious evening, they were now equally dis- 
heartened. During the war each victory was usually celebrated by bonfires. 
The merchants had occasion to dreed these displays, es not an empty box 


Or barrel esc&áped tke quest of the builders of these fires. 


The Union League was an osih-bound organization comnose of supporters 


of the wer, orgenized to counteract the secret societies of southern sym- 
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ogstuüizers, and to provide for the defense of Ujuion men from secret attacks. 
Taere was a secret grip, a system of hailing comrades end making signals of 
üistress in case a member should be in danger while walking or riding about 
there ity anm country. 

GC ne of the curiosities of the war is the following address cn a 
soldier "s (Wewoer s 

"Pray Uncle Samuel take this note 
Up. to Indiane to Terre Haute; 
And Postmester Jones will the fevor do 
To hand it over to Shelby Ballew. 
LT frank it on its long, long tremp, 
For I've nary red or postage stamp." 

The last great event of war times in Indiana was the funeral honors paid 
to Lineoln. The special train which ran from Indianapolis to Richmond to 
meet the funeral train bore s large number of prominent men of the state. 
Among those from Terre Haute were Colonel R. N. Hudson znd Colonel R. W. 
Taomosons Among t e guard of honor et the state house werg from Terre Haute; 
Captein Je B. Hazen of the Fourteenth United States Infantry end Colonel 
We E. McLean, of tne Forty-third Indiana. Colonel Thompson was one of the 
elibearers, «nd Colonel McLean and Colonel Hudson were marshals at the 
funeral orocession in Indianapolis. 

‘It was on Saturday morning, Avril 15, 1865, about seven o'clock that the 
death of Linclln was announced, and gloom and consternation fell upon the 
city. Business houses were closed at once, and s public meeting was held 
GQuring the afternoon on the square, addressed by Colonel Taompson, H. D. 
Scott and others. A union memorial meeting was neld et the Congregational 


church on Sixth street, and the audience crowded the auditorium. The durch 


Was neavily draped in balck. Addresses were made by Dr. Aobott and other 


= 


Da tuizers, and to provide for the defense of Uñion men from secret attacks. 
Taere was a secret grip, a system of hailing comrades and making signals of 
distress in case a member should be in dancer while walking or riding about 
the ‘ci tyiremiciountry. 

© ne of the curiosities of the war is the following address on a 
soldiecr "s Sillewwoer s 

"Pray Uncle Samuel take this note 
Up to Indiens to Terre Haute; 
And Postmester Jones will the fevor do 
To hand it over to Shelby Ballew. 
LT Trank it on its long, leug tramp, 
For I've nary red or postage stamp." 

Ine last great event of war times in Indiana was the funeral honors paid 
to Lineoln. -The special train which ran from Indianepolis to Richmond to 
meet the funeral train bore & large number of prominent men of the state. 
Among those from Terre Haute were Colonel R. N. Hudson end Colonel R. W. 
Taomosons Among t e guard of honor et the state house werg from Terre Haute; 
Captein Je B. Hazen of the Fourteenth United States Infantry end Colonel 
WV. He McLean, of tne Forty-third Indiana. Colonel Thompson was one of the 
a llbearers, snd Colonel McLean and Colonel Hudson were marshals at the 


funeral procession in Indianapolis. 


‘It was on Saturday morning, Avril 15, 1865, about seven o'clock that the iE 
death of Linclln was announced, and gloom and consternation fell upon the 
city. Business houses were closed at once, and s public meeting was held 
Guring the afternoon on the square, addressed by Colonel Thompson, H. D. 
Scott and others. A union memorial meeting was held et the Congregational 
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was neevily draped in balck». Addresses were made by Dr. Abbott and other 


divines. Dr. Abbott's address opened with the story of the death at Quebec 
of General Wolfe, who, when he heard the enemy wes flying, said "I die cone 
tent; even as Lincoln might have spoken, as he died at tne close of the 


‘reat rebellion. ' 
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VEXICAN WAR 

Landon-Cochren, a gunsmith, wes one of the early settlers of Terre Haute 
He served in the Mexican War as captain of the Fort Harrison Guerds, receiving 
his commission from Governor James Whitcomb in 1847, and receiving after the 
war 2 warrant for 160 acres of land in Iowa, signed by Millard Fillmore. 
iis son, George, 21s0 a gunsmith of Terre Haute (shop on Fourth, near the 
Cincinnati House), likewise served in the Mexican War. This record of a Fort 
Harrison Guard serving in the Mexican Wer is interesting. It was the fore- 


runner of the other Fort Harrison Guard which wes first to volunteer from 


this county in 1861. 
Captain Phillip Kearney raised over thirty dragoons in and about Terre 
isute. They were mounted oj beautiful grey horses, bought in this vicinity. 


Ihe rest cf the com»eny was raised at Rockville, Covington, end some in Ill- 


inois. 
The building oeccup?ed by the recruits for the Mexican War as 2 barracks 
was 8 two-story frame building on the southeast corner of Main and Fourth 
Street. The lieutenant woul take his men down Main street to the open ground 
just back of the Congregational Chruch for drilling. | 
The Fort Harrison Guards left Terre Haute for Fort Clark, on the Ohio 
River, to join the Fourth Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, June 5, 1847. They 


were given a free dinner at the hotels of the city, and departed for the olace 


of rendevous in wagons voluntarily offered for their use by the farmers of the 


neighboring country. 
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The rest of the company was raised at Rockville, Covington, end some in Ill- 


inois. 

The building occup?9ed by the recruits for the Mexican War as 2 barracks 
was 8 two-story frame building on the southeast corner of Main and Fourth 
Street. The lieutenant woul take his men down Main street to the open ground 
just back of the Congregational Chruch for drilling. 

The Fort Harrison Guards left Terre Haute for Fort Clark, on the Ohio 
River, to join the Fourth Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, June 5, 1847. They 


were given a free dinner at the hotels of the city, and departed for the olace 


of rendevous in wagons voluntarily offered for their use by the farmers of the 


neighboring country. 
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SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 
Before war was declared, Colonel Ebel had been working to reise a come- 
pany, and in April Company B's muster roll was complete. The ccmosny went to 
Indianapolis on the 26th. Their departure was the signal for much enthusiam 


and display of flags and various patriotic demonstrations in the city. Way 9 


was Dewey day in Terre Haute. Company B was mustered into the United States 
service on Xay 12th, and a few days later was camped at Camp Alger. I re- 
mained in the east during the summer but was not called to active service. 


It returned to Indianapolis in September, end in Yiovember fina ly returned home. 


Since then Compeny B has retained its organization as a Military-social body. 
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Before war was declared, Colonel Ebel had been working to reise a com- 
pany, and in April Company B's muster roll was complete. The comosny went to 
Indianapolis on the 26th. Their departure was the signel for much enthusiam 
and display of flags and various patriotic demonstrations in the city. Way 9 
was Dewey day in Terre Haute. Company B was mustered into the United States 
service on May 12th, and a few days later was camped at Camp Alger. I re- 
mained in the east during the sumver but was not called to active service. 


It returned to Indianapolis in September, and in November fina ly returned nome. 


Since then Company B has retained its organization as a Military-social body. 
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I have been asked to give a short nistory of the military organizations 

of Terre Haute. I can not go into much detail in the ti:e allotted me 

for this purpose, but I will try to mention all the organizations that 

have existed here or were organized here beginning with the Mexican War. 

But I will go into some detail about the one organization with which at 
least the older of our citizens are familiar with, One which I think existed 
longer than any other and which carried on its rolls inany men who served 
their country faithfully and efficiently during Ahe peggar war, this com- 


»any familiarly known as Old Company B. 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Two organizations were furnished the government for duty during the Mex- 
ican War. The Fort Harrison Guards left Terre Haute, June 5,1847 to 

join the 4th Reg.Ind.Volunteers was commanded by Landon Cochran who had 
also served during the war of 1812, Captain Phil Kearny of whom we are 
probably more familiar with for his civil war record, raised a company 

of dragoons here for the Mexican War. Kearny lost his left arm in battle 
which gave him the chance when a major general in the civil war to say to 
Gen Howard who nad lost his right arm, General, we should byy our gloves 
together. 


At the beginning of the Civil War, there were two organized ccmpanies 
of the active militia here, the Fort Harrison Guards whose forerunner had 
served in the Mexican War was the first to volunteer for service. Tne 
other the Vigo County Guard was only a few hours behind them. They be- 
came Companies C, and D of.the llth Ind.Vol.Inf. com.by Gen.Lew Wallace. 
Other organizations raised mostly in Terre Haute during the Civil War 
and all of which served with gallantry thru out the war. 14th,Col. 
Nathaniel Kimball,  3l1st,Col.Cnas.Cruft,wno was the only Terre Hautean 
to become a Majop General,  4d5rd.Col.Steele and afterward Col.Wm.E.MeLean, 
73st. 85th,*Cel.Jobnn;BairQ,Co,B,o5tb ren Irish.reg.Co.L,óS2nd, 
a German Reg. of which Philip Monninger was Captain, among others I recall 
of our prominent citizens in tnis Co.E were Nick Filbeck and Carl Kreiten- 
stein, the 7th,8th and 18th In. Batteries. Co.L, 28th Reg. which became 
the lst Cav. and two companies of the 72nd which became the 4th Cav. and 
in 1864 the 1345rd.reg.Col.R.N.Hudson. Taere seems to nave been little ac- 
tivity along the line of active militia for a few years after the war as 
there seems to be no revord of a military company being organized until 
1871 when the Prairie City Guards were organized, the roster of tnis com- 
pany is full of nemes of our prominent citiaens of that time and were all 
veterans. This was followed 2 few years later by the Hager Veterans of 
which I find no revord in the history of Terre Haute. Two military com- 
anies were organized in 1877 as an out growth of the political drill 
corps of 1876 campaign. The Terre Haute Light Guards from the Hays and 
Wheeler drill corps snd the Governors Guards from the Tilden and Hendricks. 
At this time active militia furnished their own uniform and chose their own c 
design and color subject to approval of the Governor. The Light Guards 
wore grey the other blue. The McKeen Caders were organized in June 1879 
by Edward Friend a telegraph operator in alocal office who had been an 
enlised man in the confederate army. The comoany was named in honor of 
Wn.R.MeKeen,President of the Vandalia R.R. and McKeen's Bank. They wore 
the West Point uniform. The ages of the original members ranged from 15 
to 19 but when the men or boys grew to be called cadets they changed their 
name to the McKeen Rifles. This company gained a national reputation from 
its participation in prize drills, notable at Louisville,Evansville, 
Lafayeete and Indianapolis. 
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At the beginning of the Civil War, there were two organized ccmpanies 
of the active militia here, the Fort Harrison Guards whose forerunner had 
served in the Mexican War was the first to volunteer for service. Tne 
other the Vigo County Guard was only a few hours behind them. They be- 
came Companies C, and D of.the llth Ind.Vol.Inf. com.by Gen.Lew Wallace. 
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a German Reg. of which Philip Monninger was Captain, among others I recall 
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the lst Cav. and two companies of the 72nd which became the 4th Cav. and 
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there seems to be no revord of a military company being organized until 
1871 when the Prairie City Guards were organized, the roster of tnis com- 
pany is full of nemes of our prominent citiaens of that time and were all 
veterans. This was followed a few years later by the Hager Veterans of 
which I find no revord in the history of Terre Haute. Two military com- 
anies were organized in 1877 as an out growth of the political drill 
corps of 1876 campaign. The Terre Haute Light Guards from the Hays and 
Wheeler drill corps snd the Governors Guards from the Tilden and Hendricks. 
At this time active militia furnished their own uniform and chose their own c 
design and color subject to approval of the Governor. The Light Guards 
wore grey the other blue. The MeKeen Caders were organized in June 1879 
by Edward Friend a telegraph operator in alocal office who had been an 
enlised man in the confederate army. The company was named in honor of 
Wn.R.MeKeen,President of the Vandalia R.R. and McKeen's Bank. They wore 
the West Point uniform. The ages of the original members ranged from 15 
to 19 but when the men or boys grew to be called cadets they changed their 
name to the McKeen Rifles. This company gained a national reputation from 
its participation in prize drills, notable at Louisville,Evansville, 
Lafayeete and Indianapolis. 
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Its last appearance was in the General Grant funeral parade in 1885. 
In 1889 a new militia law under which uniforms were furnished by the 
state and provided for six days training with pay reawakened the in- 
terest in the active militia. A new organization was formed from a 
campaign drill corps which John W.Ebel had organized during the cam- 
paign of the previous year. 


This made two organizations in the city at this time. The Hager Veterans 
under command of Captain R.P.Davis still being active. The old members 
of this organization being all old soldiers not caring for the active 
work of Grills and annual camps under the new law soon gave place to 
young men and the time of the company expiring im 1892. It was not re- 
organized. A number of the men immediately enlisted in the new company 
that had been organized in 1889/ 


Company B, ist. Reg.Inf.Ind.Leginn which is generally considered the 
predecessor of the present Co.I,151st Inf. was mustered into the Ind. 
Legion on March 20, 1889 and elected tne following officers, John W.Ebel, 
Capt.dohn Triche,lst Lt. and L.D.Sparks ?nd Lt. The social name of the 
organization was the Terre Haute Rifles. One of the features of member- 
ship in those days was that instead of members being paid they paid 25 
cents per month for the priviledge of being a member of the active militia. 
The company moved along in very good shape having numerous socia] affairs 
taking part in Memorial Day and Fourth of July exercises, etc. At the 
annual encampment of tne year of 91 Cant.Ebel was elected Col.of the reg- 
iment 2nd Arthur Ballenger became Capt.&on July Srd. of the Same year Geo. 
W.Biegler was elected Captain on the resignation of Ballenger. 


A notable occasion in the military history of Terre Haute was the holding 
of the snnual encampment of the Ind. Legion at Forest Park in the year 

of 1895. As was the custom at that time the Legion paraded the streets of 
the city during the week. 


On the eventhg of June 2, 1894 an occasion such as this was held at the 
Armory at 17th and Wabash. The then new armory had been built especially 
for the company by Col.McLean. The company was honored by the presence 

of the Governor and nis staff and many other notables. After numerous 
Speeches sni the giving and exceptance of the armory the rest of the 
evening was spent in dancing. The members of the company tired but happy 
over at last naving a new and very suitable armory retired to their homes 
in the early hours of the morning. This happy feeling was turned to 
constennation that day by tne company being ordered to assemble for strike 
duty. This was the first cuty fo the kind the company hac been called to ver 
forms 


The company first went to Cgnnelton in Davis Co. and then two days later 
to Sullivan Co. where they remained for two weeks being out altogether 
sixteen days. 


The company responded to the call of President McKinley on April 26, !98 
and left the same day for Camp Mount,Indianapolis. On the 22nd of May it 
was moved with the regiment to Camp Alger Va. on Aug.3rd they started a 
practice march to Thoroughfare Gap, Va. This was said to be the longest 
march made by any troops curing the Sp»nish War. From there they were 
moved by train to Camp Meade near Harrisburg Pa. and them beck to Camp 
Mount where tney were furloughed for sixty days being mustered out at 
this camp on the 23rd of Nov. 
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Its last appearance was in the General Grant funeral parade in 1885. 
In 1889 a new militia law under which uniforms were furnished by the 
State and provided for six days training with pay reawakened the in- 
terest in the active militia. A new organization was formed from a 
campaign drill corps which John W.Ebel had organized during the cam- 
paign of the previous year. 
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under command of Captain R.P.Davis still being active. The old members 
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ship in those days was that instead of members being paid they paid 25 
cents per month for the priviledge of being a member of the active militia. 
The company moved along in very good shape having numerous socia] affairs 
taking part in Memorial Day and Fourth of July exercises, etc. At the 
annual encampment of tne year of 91 Cant.Ebel was elected Col.of the reg- 
iment 2nd Arthur Ballenger became Capt.&on July Srd. of the Same year Geo. 
W.Biegler was elected Captain on the resignation of Ballenger. 


A notable occasion in the military history of Terre Haute was the holding 
of the annual encampment of the Ind. Legion at Forest Park in the year 

of 1895. As was the custom at that time the Legion paraded the streets of 
the city during the week. 


On the eventhg of June 2, 1894 an occasion such as this was held at the 
Armory at 17th and Wabash. The then new armory had been built especially 
for the company by Col.McLean. The company was honored by the presence 

of the Governor and nis staff and many other notables. After numerous 
Speeches anc the giving and exceptance of the armory the rest of the 
evening was spent in dancing. The members of the company tired but happy 
over at last naving a new and very suitable armory retired to their homes 
in the early hours of the morning. This happy feeling was turned to 
constemnation that day by the company being ordered to assemble for strike 
duty. This was the first cuty fo the kind the company hac been called to oer 
forms 


The company first went to Cgnnelton in Davis Co. and then two days later 
to Sullivan Co. where they remained for two weeks being out altogether 
sixteen days. 


The company responded to the call of President McKinley on April £6, !98 
and left the same day for Camp Mount,Indianapolis. On the 22nd of May it 
was moved with the regiment to Camp Alger Va. on Aug.3rd they started a 
practice march to Thoroughfare Gap, Va. This was said to be the longest 
march made by any troops curing the Spanish War. From there they were 
moved by train to Camp Meade near Harrisburg Pa. and them beck to Camp 
Mount where they were furloughed for sixty days being mustered out at 
this camp on the 23rd of Nov. 


The company was reorganized and mustered into the service Feb.27,99, 
with Geo.W.Biegler as Capt. Lat Lt. and A.W.Dudley 2nd Lt.Wm.H.Hoff 


These were the same officers except Lt.Hoff who had served during the 
war, He taking the place of James E. Tnomas on the reorganization. 
On Oct. 5, 99 Lt. J. E. Thomas was elected Captain anc Commissary, Lt.Dudley 
was promoted to Captain and B.E.Wimer and Eddie F. Fisher were elected 
lst. anmd.?ndà Lb5s.; 


On the 13th of Feb.1908, Capt. Dudley and Lt.Fisher having resigned, 
Wimer was made Capt. and G.A. lionninger was elected Ist Lt. and Ernest 
Clark £nd Lt. 


On May 21st 1916 the Capt. having been promoted to major,Lt.Monninger 
became captain. 

The company responded to the call of the President for the second time 
when they were called into the service of the U.S.,1916 forf{June 19) 

for service on the Mexican border, where they served until muster out 

at Ft.Benj.Harrison in Feb.,1917. They were called back into service 

for guard cuty over railroads, bridges, etc. later in 1917 and on Aug.5 
were drafted with the other units of the National Guard for service 
during the war. They trained at Camp Shelby Miss. until Sept.1918 when 
they moved to Camp Mills,N.Y. and from there in Oct. to LeMans France. 
The 38th Div. was broken up at tnis place to furnish replacements for 
other front line units and Co.B, shared that fate with the others. Capt. 
Monninger was pr8moted to major while at Camp Shelby and Capt.Bradfute 
was assigned to he company anc took it over seas. The company became 

a thing of the past except that the records were brought back to Camp 
Taylor Ky. by a cadre and the records closed. The company was always 
proud of its record as a military organization, always standing high 

in its inspections etc. The high standard set by the officers and men showed 
when the time came for the need of trained men as officers. Capt. 
Biegler was a Col. in the regular army, Sergt.Leasure a Lt.Col, G.A. 
Monninger, Albert Catlin, Theodore Taylor, Ernest Clark and B.E.Wkmer 
were majors and captains and lieutenants to numerous to mention. 


When the 2nd Reg.Inf. to which Co.B had been assigned on reorganization 
of the guard just before going to tne borcer returned to Indianapolis. 
the Machine Gun Co. of this regiment was assigned to Terre Haute under 
Capt.N.A.Powell. This company was recruited for farther duty in Terre 
Haute. They also did guard duty previouseto the draft of Aug.5. Its 
fate was the same as Co.B. 


Patriotism was at a high pitch at this time and two other companies 

were recruited in Terre Haute anc mustered into the National Guard. 

Richard Henry, a grand son of the staunch old patriot Col.R.W.Thompson 
recruited a companyof engineers snd was assigned to the enginme r batallian 
Ind.N.G. and became Co.A,113th Eng.38th Div. 


Captain A.C.DudGleston, who received his first training in the McKeen 
cadets recruited a company or infantry which was assigned as Go.H, lst 

Ind. waich became the 151st Inf.358thDiv. It is believed by most of us 

here that tne Captain was the oldest volunteer to be accepted for active 
duty in a combat organization during the war. This company suffered tne 
same fate as Co.B after reaching France. The engineer company served as 

a unit doing éngineer work over there. There were many individuals served 
from Terre Haute in different capacities, notably Capt.Ora Davis, Major 
T.C.Stunkard,Major Samuel Royce and many others, quite a number being 

among our prominent oyysicians who served in the medical corps. 
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Richard Henry, a grand son of the staunch old patriot Col.R.W.Thompson 
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When-thne old guard left for service with the army, a new militia 
company was organized for home duty. Ed R. Beauchamp was captain 
with Wm.B.Hice Ass.P.M. as lst Lt. 


Among the many social features that made service attractive in the 
old days were the trips taken by Co.B. They had quite a record in 
this line. The first, one week at the Columbian Exposition at Chicago, 
in 1892, others the Cotton States Exposition at Nashville,Tenn.and 
G.A.R. at Louisville, the buffalo Exposition, the Jamestown Exposition, 
the Worlds Fair at St.Louis,Mo. the inauguration of President Taft. 


It was called to active duty in the state during strike riots in r894, 
the powder mill explosion at Fontanet, the street railway strike at 
Indianapolis, race riot at Evansville, the cyclone disaster in our own 
city and after the war the labor trouble among the mines of Clay County. 


What might be termed a continuation of the organization was completed 
early in 1920 when Major Monninger organized the present company, 
accepting the captaincy himself, and being assigned as Co.I,151st Inf. 
Captain Monninger resigned after approximately two years and Heman A. 
Collins became the captain. He was succeeded by Captain Paul D.Harter 
the present company Commander. 
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Two military companies were organized in 1877, as an outgrowth 
of the ploitical drill corps of the 1876 campaizn. 

The Terre Haute Lignt Guards were organized from tne Hayes & 
Wheeler drill corps, by Capt. Ogden Wood, a retired army officer. 
The Governor's Guards were organized from the Tilcen & Hendricks 
Grill corps by Cant. William P. Hoctor, a veteran of the Civil War. 

The McKeen Cadets were organized in June, 1879, by Edward 
Friend, then a telegraph operator in a local office, and who had been 
an enlistea man in the Confederate army.. Other captains were Merrill 
N. Smitheand William H. Rippetoe, both Civil war veterans. The 
company was named in honor of William R. McKeen, banker and rail- 
road president. The company adopted the West Point uniform. The 
ages of the original members ranged from 18 to 19 years and as they 
grew older the name of the company was changed to the McKeen Rifles. 
The company gained a national reputation from its participation in 
prize drills at Louisville, Evansville, Lafayette and Indianapolis. 


Its last public appearance was in the General Grant funeral. 
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Two military companies were organized in 1877, as an outgrowth 
of the ploitical drill corps of the 1876 campaizn. 

The Terre Haute Lignt Guards were organized from tne Hayes & 
Wheeler drill corps, by Capt. Ogden Wood, a retired army officer. 
Tne Governor's Guards were organized from the Tilcen & Hendricks 
Grill corps by Capt. William P. Hoctor, a veteran of the Civil War. 

The McKeen Cadets were organized in June, 1879, by Edward 
Friend, then a telegraph operator in a local office, and who had been 
an enlisted man in the Confederate army.. Other captains were Merrill 
N. Smitheand William H. Rippetoe, both Civil war veterans. The 
company was named in honor of William R. McKeen, banker and rail- 
road president. The company adopted the West Point uniform. The 
ages of the original members ranged from 18 to 19 years and as they 
grew older tne name of the company was changed to the McKeen Rifles. 
The company gained a national reputation from its participation in 
prize drills at Louisville, Evansville, Lafayette ənd Indianapolis. 


Its last public appearance was in the General Grant funeral. 
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The history of most every new country is very closely ee 
with the military arm of government. The establishment of govern- 
ment of The United States of America could never have been accom- 
plished with out the aid of the soldier. As the nation moved west 
the soldier was compelled to follow the pioneer to vrotect him in 
his new posts established in the new and in most cases hostile Ind- 
ian country. Long before the establishment of Terre Haute on the 
Wabash the surrounding territory was in control of the French, the 
dividing line between the government territory governed by the 
Canadian and the Louisane governors was in this immediate section. 
The conquest of tnis territory by the English as well as the con- 
quest for the United States by George Rogers Clark was before 
Terre Haute was founded. But the soldiers of the French and Eng- 
lish had alternately passed tnru this region, having a post at 
Vincennes and Lafayette. As early as 1786 Clark had passes thru 
this region operating against Indians in the north and Major Ham- 
tramek had scouted this region in 1790. Scott and Wilkinson also 
operated thru this section. The real military history of Terre 
Haute however began in 1811 when Governor Harrison moving against 
Tecumseh the Indian Chief established Fort Harrison on the banks 
of the W bash above the the village of Terre Haute as an advanced 
post for his operations. This post was abandoned as a military 
post about 1822 after having had in addition to Gen. Harrison as 


commandant Zachery Taylor then a captain who commanded at the time 


of the only battle at the fort. the night of Sept. 4-5, 1812. 
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These matters have been so much discussed and written of that I 
pass them over with only calling attention to them as a part of 
the military history of Terre Haute. Taylor was succeeded in 
command by Major Sturgis and he by Major Chunn who was in command 
when the post was abandoned. Things seemed to have slipped along 
rather smoothly after the war of 1812 snd by the time of the Mexi- 
cen War terre Haute was quite a little community. Phil Kearney 
then a captain in the army was busy in the neighborhood raising a 
company of dragoons thirty of which were enlisted in Terre Haute. 
Kearney who became noted 88 a major general during the civil war 
lost an arm during battle. A company called the Fort Harrison 
Guards: also came trom Terre Heute and a port of the 4th. Regiment 
of Indiana Volunteers took part in several different engagements of 
the Mexican War. 

At. the beginning of the Civil War or early in 61 TerrescHaute had 
two companies of Militia called locally The Fort Harrison Guards, 
successors of the company of the Mexican War and the Vigo County 
Guards. These two companies volunteered 28 a whole at the call 
for troops from the President and became a part of the llth. Ind. 
Vol. Commanded by Lew Wallace of Crawfordsville, later a major 
general. It would be impossible in the time allotted me to take 
up all the personalities from our city who were or became le-ders 
among the volunteers from Indiana during the civil war. I think 
you sre all as well or possibly more informed than I. How ever 
Terre Haute did her part well in furnishing men for this great 
task of putting down the rebellion. Among the organizations that 


were sent at least in part from Terre Haute were the 14th, 3lst., 


45rd., 7ist., 85., and a company of a Geman Reg. raised in the 
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State, the 32nd. Ind. the 7th., and 8th. batteries and part of 

the 18th. troop I of the Ist. Cav. (88th.) Reg. also came from 
Terre Haute. Qo. B. of tne Irish Reg., 35th. two troops of the 
4th. Cav. (72nd. Reg.) and during the latter part of the war the 
123rd. was raised largely from Vigo County. During the war the 
older men of the city, most of them over fifty organized a company 
of home guards called the Silver Grays. The Morgan reid almost 
called this out fit into active duty. The rolls of the organiza- 
tion contained many of the more prominent citizens of that day and 
all too old for active service. 

It would take quite a list to name all our soldiers who were to 
become distinguished citizens after the war, there were many, but 
I can't help but name a, few in passing. Major General Charles 
Cruft, our only general, Col. Jonn P. Baird for who one of our 
G.A.R. Posts have been anmed. Col. W.H. Fairbanks who went out 

an enlisted man, Col. W.E. McClain, Lt. Col. Topping, killed at 
the first battle of Bull Run, Col. A.B. Crane, Robert Stewart who 
at the beginning of the war refused a Colonoceloy and was later 
Col. of the 5th Cav. Major F.C. Crawford, Geo. E. Farrington a 
quartermaster under Crane, Ezra Reed and B.F. Swafford Surgeons 
and one could go on and find prominent citizens of the by the score 
among our prominent business men who at one time had worn the un- 
iform of their country. We miss them in the daily affairs of our 
city, none of those named are among us today, and thus time rolls 
on and a new generation comes along to take their places but they 
left us a wonderful mark to shoot at in their sincere patriotism 
and citizenship. 

After the Civil War local companies of the Indiana Legion were or- 


ganized from time to time old ones lost interest, new one came on. 


prar. 


State, the 32nd. Ind. the 7th., and 8th. batteries and part of 

the 18th. troop I of the Ist. Cav. (£8th.) Reg. also came from 
Terre Haute. Qo. B. of the Irish Reg., 35th. two troops of the 
4th. Cav. (72nd. Reg.) and during the latter part of the war the 
123rd. was raised largely from Vigo County. During the war the 
older men of the city, most of them over fifty organized a company 
of home guards called the Silver Grays. The Morgan reid almost 
called this out fit into active duty. The rolls of the organiza- 
tion contained many of the more prominent citizens of that day and 
all too old for active service. 

It would take quite a list to name all our soldiers who were to 
become distinguished citizens after the war, there were many, but 
I can't help but name a few in passing. Major General Charles 
Cruft, our only general, Col. Jonn P. Baird for who one of our 
G.A.R. Posts have been anmed. Col. W.H. Fairbanks who went out 

an enlisted man, Col. W.E. McClain, Lt. Col. Topping, killed at 
the first battle of Bull Run, Col. A.B. Crane, Robert Stewart who 
at the beginning of the war refused a Colonoceloy and was later 
Col. of the Sth Cav. Major F.C. Crawford, Geo. E. Farrington a 
Quartermaster under Crane, Ezra Reed and B.F. Swafford Surgeons 
and one could go on and find prominent citizens of the by the score 
among our prominent business men who at one time had worn the un- 
iform of their country. We miss them in the daily affairs of our 
city, none of those named are among us today, and thus time rolls 
on and a new generation comes along to take their places but they 
left us a wonderful mark to shoot at in their sincere patriotism 
and citizenship. 

After the Civil Var local companies of the Indiana Legion were or- 


ganized from time to time old ones lost interest, new one came on. 


a tama am mms 


-Á— — a - - 


Notable was the Prairie City Guards in 1871 it also had on its 
roster many of our most prominent citizens. In 1877 two new com- 
panies were organized who gained considerable fame for organizations 
on the competitive drill field. The McKeen Cadets were probably our 
flashiest out fit. It was organized in 1879 by Edward Friend a loc- 
al telegreph operator who had served as an enlisted man in the con- 
federate army. The company was named in honor of W.R. McKeen, ban= 
ker and rail road president and one who I think we all like to re- 
member as one of our most outstanding citizens of his time. This 
company gained a national reputation for its ability on the drill 
field from it participation in prize drills all over the country. 
The membership unlike its Predecessors except the officers were ell 
the young bloods of the town and they took a great pride in their 
organization which turned out in a regulation West Point uniform. 
Their last appesrence wes in the Gen. Grant funeral parade in 1885. 
Another organization of about this time but of which I can find no 
record was the Hager Veterans, an arganizafion whose roll was open 
only to old soldiers as we even then called them. Later the Legis- 
lature passed a new militia law and in 1890 this company began tak- 
ing recruits of young men. The older men dropped out from lack of 
interest, age and some not coring to soldier with the young man who 
knew nothing but wear the uniform. The company was mustered out of 
the state service in 1892 and most of the younger men enlisted in 
Co. B. which had been organized in 1889 by John W. Ebel who later 
became Col. of the lst. Indiana Legion. this company has a long re- 
cord of service. It has reported for duty at every state camp for 
training since that time. It has responded to tne call of the Gov- 
ernor on several occasions to assist in the enforcement of the law. 
On two occasions to assist in time of disaster, the powder mill ex- 


plosion at Fontanet and the great Easter night cyclone in our own 
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city in 1913. It made trips as an organization to the Worlds Fair 
in Chicago, the Cotton States Exposition at Nashville Tenn. The St. 


Louis and Jamestown Expositions. Attended the funeral of Governor 


| 
Hovey at Mt. Vernon Ind. and Pres. Harrison at Indpls. It responded 
to the call of the President for the Spanish American War being mus- 
tered into the service Avril 26 and out Nov. 223, 1898. In this con- 
nection I would like to say that from a stand point of facts in writ- 

ing history for publication great care Should be used to get the 

] facts. With all due respects to the author of a history of greater 

| Terre Haute he certainly made no effort to get the history of our 
soldiers in the Spanish War correct. It is a rather hard job for a 

non military man to write military history. He says we should not 

forget our volunteers in this war and gives them a small paragraph 

to remember them and then says, "Before war was decl»red Col. Ebel 

had working to raise a company, and in April Company B's muster 

roll was complete." Farther it says, "It remained in the east dur- 

ing the summer and was not called into active service.—~-Since 

then Company B has retained its organization as military-social 


body." It was a social body but its record since then will show 


that it was a very fine military body and the social part was a 

Side affair. The part I started to pring out was, the company had 
been organized for nine years previous to the war and the company 
was commanded by Geo. W. Biegler a newspaper man with the Gazette. 
In the face of the fact that Capt. Biegler afterward received the 


covetted Congressional Medal while captain in the 28th. U.S. Vol. 


in the Philipine Islands he could at least have the credit of hav- 
ing commanded our own local company during the war. The only liv- 
ing officer of that time is Captain A.W. Dudley who was its second 
Lieut. J.E. Thomas was lst. Lt. The company put in nine months on 


the Mexican border in 1916-17, returning to its home station a short 
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time before being called for active duty again for the World War. 
On both these occasions it was commanded by Gerhardt A. Monninger 
later promoted major 152 Inf. Wiile on the border a new regimen- 
tal organization gave the regiment a machine gun company and this 
was assigned to Terre Haute. Just before. the United States en- 
tered the World War Richard Henry a grandson of Col. R.W. Thompson, 


Provost Marshall here during the civil war, organized a company of 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| engineers which later became Co. A., 113th. Eng. This was the only 
| local organization that was not broken up for replacements after 

| arrival in France but served there a8 a unit. Another infsntry 

| company was organized at this time by that staunch old patriot 

| A.C. Duddleston. inis company was mustered in shortly before 

| the war and became Co. H. 151lst. Inf. We claim for the Captain 

| that he is the oldest volunteer ior comoat service during the 
war. We celebrated his fifty ninth birtnday in France. He later 
became personel adjutant of the regiment. Thus Terre Haute furn- 


ished four complete organizations for the World War all being units 


of the 38th. Div. and trained at Camo Shelby Miss. Prior to going 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
across. Most of the division landed in France during October 19 and 
were immediately used for replacements in organizations that were 
being badly used at the front. Before the war the war department 

| had appointed a few reserve officers of the army, mostly in staff 

| positions. Terre Haute had two who were tne first to leave for 
active duty, Ora D.Davis and E.H. Clifford. Our physicians and 
Surgeons furnished their full quoto for the medical corps of the 
army and numerous of our young men attended the training camps 
that were turning out officers every ninety days. One of the 


humorous happenings when enlisting was at its height one of the 


young fellows (William C. Royce) who was refused on account of 
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hammer toes. He immediately had the disaualifying toe removed 
and wes accepted and served during the war. He is now a major 
in the chemical warfare reserve. 

A partial list of officers serving during the world war who had 
their beginning with old Co. B. might not be amiss as it shows 
something of the standing of the company in military training. 
Geo. W. Biegler, Col. Shelby,C..Leasure, Lt. Col. Benjamin E. 
Wimer. G.A. Monninger, Albert Catlin, Ernest Clark, Majors. I 
can not at this time attempt to name the line officers who rose 
from the ranks of the company. The city is today represented in 
the states military forces by two companies, Co. I. 151st. Inf. 
which is the successor of Co. B. and Co..L of the same regiment 
which is a new organization, I thin 1922. Both these companies 
are well trained and fully equipped for field service and are 


commanded by Paul D. Harter and Ernest Meissel resectively. 
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